HAPPENINGS

NEWS FROM ARFC & ST. CLARE'S
FALL/WINTER 2019

HOUSING = HEALTH
ARFC

WORKING

TO

END

HIV

IN

MAKING A
DIFFERENCE THIS
YEAR

NJ

Given developments in treatment and prevention, the
end

of

the

HIV

epidemic

is

within

reach.

The

NJ

Department of Health (DOH), has set a target of 2025 for

HOMELESS HOUSED

425

the end of the epidemic in NJ (#NJENDSHIV2025). As
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MAKING MEMORIES
HALLOWEEN FESTIVITIES
ARFC provides supportive housing to more than 200 HIVaffected families in the greater Newark area. The work of
volunteers provides families with experiences that create
precious family memories. At ARFC, Halloween kicks off the
holiday season. A very special thanks to Prof. Nicole Yanoso and
the students at The College of St. Elizabeth who held a "Trunk or
Treat" party. Thanks to Peter Trost, Marina Kennedy and Family,
Erika Bennet, and all of the volunteers who hosted a phenomenal
Halloween party at ARFC's Academy Street Firehouse.
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THE ARFC EFFECT - WHAT
OUR RESIDENTS ARE
SAYING...

HOLIDAY ACTIVITIES
The Academy Street Firehouse is bustling this
time of year.Thanks to Charles Hall and Local
108 for hosting an incredible Thanksgiving
Dinner for our families. It's an annual tradition
and one that we all look forward to. Thanks to

"Project Nest has saved my life...Living in
this program has helped me fight my
substance addiction and get back to work.

Retail Union Local 108, Proud Living, St. Teresa’s
Church, and Life Christian Church, we
distributed more than 85 turkeys right in time
for the holiday.

Project Nest gives me a clear peace of
mind. The staff becomes family instantly."
- Diaz

"Project Nest has been a great help in my
life. I truly am grateful for this program!"
- Davon

"I've been given a home where I can flourish and
thrive. Project Nest, in many ways, has been my

We are looking forward to the 27th Annual Toy
Party, hosted by the incredible Jeff Conway and

salvation."
- Johnson

Mick O'Malley. It will enable us to distribute
hundreds of toys with the help of Pat Guadagno
and ARFC's very own Santa Claus.

HOUSING
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ARFC's transitional housing programs
are specifically designed for special
populations. Project Nest (locations in
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Newark and Ventnor) provides housing
to gay/bisexual/MSM young men. The

HIV/AIDS. Luis Ulerio, Director of Housing

Salon in Essex County provides housing

for ARFC, leads a team of housing

for women who are survivors of domestic

specialists who operate a 24-hr hotline

violence and/or sexual assault. Working

that identifies emergency housing to

closely with the residents, and using

ensure people with HIV/AIDS are not

trauma-informed approaches to care,

sleeping on the street. They also provide

the ARFC staff create a supportive

training and resource sharing that

environment that enables a focus on

supports a statewide network focused on

health and stability for all residents.

this issue. Luis shared, “The research is
clear; stable housing leads to better health

The NJ HIV Housing Collaborative, is a

outcomes, and it is a key component of the

unique statewide initiative of ARFC

state’s efforts to eliminate the HIV

designed to provide emergency housing

epidemic by 2025. ARFC is committed to

to homeless individuals living with

this fight.”
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FROM THE DESK OF THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
I am proud of the wonderful things happening at ARFC and, as you can see in this
newsletter, we are increasing our impact in important ways. At the same time, 2019 has
been a difficult year. We experienced the untimely death of my sister and ARFC's lifelong volunteer Monica Zealand Hill and the unjust closing of the three St. Clare's
Homes. We have spent the last eight months working through the grief of losing a
loved one, of closing our beloved program, and saying goodbye to the children and
long-time employees of the St. Clare's Homes.

I must note that the ending of the St. Clare's program was based solely on the Division
of Children and Families' (DCF) unfortunate decision to change the placement model
for medically fragile children. Our care and service record for 32+ years was
impeccable. We continue to raise our concerns about the decision and its implications
to the governor, administrators, and legislators with the hope they will revisit it and
make better choices for NJ's medically fragile children.

Our critical work continues all across the state. We continue to be the largest provider
of HIV/AIDS housing in NJ through St. Clare's Housing and our newer programs. We are
providing critical support services, including case management, support groups, and
food assistance, to more than 350 people. We are creating opportunities for HIVaffected families to support one another and make memories together. Here is just a
sampling of the sentiments from the parents we work with:

“You all were there

“You gave my boys
a place to go where they

for me when I had

“ My family and I feel like

nowhere else to

a part of a community here.

turn. I will be forever

Being a part of St. Clare’s

grateful.”

makes me want to help

could just be themselves
and be kids. They didn’t
have that before."
-Carla

-Denise

others the way St. Clare’s
helped me."
-Pam

Please consider making a donation at www.aidsresource.org to help with critical
funding that is needed to continue our important work. We are indebted to you for
your support throughout the years and we are grateful to have your continued support.

Sincerely,
Kevin Zealand
Executive Director
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Bobby W. is a long-time member of the
Men’s Support Group which meets weekly
at ARFC's hub in Newark, the Academy

COMMUNITY SPOTLIGHT –
MEET BOBBY W.

Street Firehouse. This group is one of 3
weekly groups held at the Firehouse with a
history that goes back to the 1980's. Bobby
attends regularly because it is an important
touchstone as he manages his health and
sobriety. He, like many group members,
has experienced violence, incarceration,
homelessness, and other traumas. ARFC's
permanent supportive housing program,
called St. Clare's Housing, helped Bobby go
from being homeless to having his own
apartment. With stable housing, his viral
load is currently undetectable! He has

“I thank God and St. Clare’s
for saving my life, and I

become a man of deep faith and volunteers

hope if anyone finds

with his church and at the Firehouse.

themselves in the same

Whether he is watering the flowers, setting

predicament, they will reach

up chairs, or collecting and distributing
donations, he greets everyone with a warm

out to St. Clare’s!”
- Bobby W.

smile. Thank you Bobby!

URBAN GARDENS ABOUND

ARFC’s St. Clare’s Housing Program has units of
permanent supportive housing throughout Newark. ARFC
founder, and avid gardener, Terry Zealand, has been
building and planting raised beds at these properties with the
help of volunteers, including Bobby W. (profiled above) and
volunteers at Liberty Mutual. Last year, their efforts yielded
a rainbow of 400 tulips in bright reds, purple, yellow,
orange and pinks. What a wonderful gift for the whole
neighborhood! If you have a green thumb and would like to
volunteer, please send us an email: info@aidsresource.org.
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Mourning the Loss of Monica Zealand Hill
It is with deep sorrow that we honor the passing
of

Monica Zealand Hill, youngest daughter of

ARFC founders Terry and Faye Zealand, younger
sister to Kevin Zealand, Executive Director,
Annie Chen, COO, and Amber Romine, Board
Member. Monica died in April of this year, at the
age of 35, a short 22-months following her
diagnosis of metastatic breast cancer (MBC).
Monica was just 3 years old when the first St.
Clare’s Home opened in Elizabeth, and from the
very beginning, her life was intertwined with the
agency. Formally, she was a volunteer, a Board
Member, and Chair of the Development
Committee. Informally, she brought light and
love to every meeting and event. Her first trip to
Disney World was accompanying a young girl
with AIDS who was a resident at St. Clare’s. Her
summer vacations were spent at the St. Clare’s
Summer Camps, making sure everyone had fun.

“I was privileged to grow up
in a world where I learned how

When Monica was diagnosed with cancer, she

important it is to care for our

followed the example set by her parents and

brothers and sisters."

gave generously of herself to serve others. She
created Be Bold and Behold

- Monica Zealand Hill

(www.beboldandbehold.com) and raised funding
for two significant grants targeted to MBC
research. She also served on the board of
Metavivor, an organization focused on MBC
patients and research. Monica is survived by her
husband Aaron, her daughter Olivia and the
entire Zealand, Waters, Hill, Romine and Chen
families and a host of friends. Her spirit lives on
in all of the beautiful memories she left us.
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NUTRITIOUS MEALS AND GROCERIES
FROM THE FIREHOUSE FOOD PANTRY
ARFC, in partnership with the Community
Foodbank of New Jersey, has been providing
nutritious meals and groceries over the past
9 years at the Academy Street Firehouse.
The meals are prepared by Mr. Fred Jones.
Since Fred has taken over the helm of the
Firehouse kitchen the clients of ARFC have
benefited from his thoughtful menu
planning and delicious meals.

People are also able to take home fresh meats and vegetables as well as
canned goods, breads, and pastries to feed their families. Thanks to our
dear friends and supporters at St. Teresa of Avila Church in Summit,
Calvary Lutheran Church in Cranford, and Life Christian Church in West
Orange, we are also able to distribute turkeys and special food baskets at
Thanksgiving and Christmas.

FOUNDER’S AWARD: GERRY MALE
In October, Executive Director Kevin Zealand honored ARFC's Board
Chair, Gerry Male, with the Founder’s Award. Gerry’s strategic
guidance, compassionate heart, and tireless commitment have been a
true gift to the organization and the community. Gerry has dedicated
himself to the work of the agency, serving on the Board for more than
10 years. In addition, for 25 years, the Male family hosted the Frank
R. Male golf tournament, raising more than $750,000 for the agency.
The tournament was held to honor the memory of Frank Male, Sr., and
this past year, the fundraiser was held in loving memory of Gerry's
brother, Frank Male, Jr., whose untimely passing left a void in the
lives of so many. The generosity of the Male family is truly
unparalleled.
Kevin Zealand, ARFC Exec. Dir. with
Gerry Male, ARFC Board Chair
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STUO
TUOHS

TWILIGHT CONCERT
Every year for the past 25 years, an incredible group of
volunteers gets together and throws an amazing
benefit concert at St. George's-by-the-River in Rumson
for ARFC called "The Twilight Concert." New Jersey's
most outstanding musicians gather for an evening of
rock, folk, covers, and originals. Avis Anderson and
Josh Costell not only serve on the Twilight Committee
but also serve on the ARFC Board. Thank you Avis, Josh,
and the Twilight Committee and Artists for your
incredible generosity!

FORZA LUCHA
Each year, the Empire Supporters Club (official fan club of the
Red Bulls Major League Soccer team) hosts a most spectacular
spectacle to raise money for ARFC -- Forza Lucha! This
wrestling event is a nod to Lucha-style professional wrestling
with all the costumes, personalities, and fun attitude to match.
This passionate fan club supports their team AND the
community. Thank you Empire Supporters Club!!

ARFC STAFF
20 YEARS
Bernice Williams ,

Child Healthcare Worker and Receptionist

In this season of gratitude and

THE CEO'S
MESSAGE

thankfulness, we want to recognize
ARFC staff. In particular, we want to

10 YEARS
Chester Borroughs , Chief Operating Officer
Jasmin Chitty Cherry , Grants Accountant

shout out those who are celebrating
milestone work anniversaries with
ARFC. We honor you, and appreciate
your service every day!

5 YEARS
Charlie Horton , Maintenance Staff
Beatrice Simpkins , Dir. of St. Clare's

Homes and Emergency

Housing Supervisor

Beverly Mosley ,
Daron Dismuke ,

Child Healthcare Worker and Residential Aide
Bus Aide and Residential Coordinator

7

HOW YOU CAN HELP

CONNECT @
VOLUNTEER @
info@aidsresource.org

Facebook- AIDS Resource
Foundation for Children

DONATE @
www.aidsresource.org

Twitter- @AIDS_Resource

Instagram- aids_resource

